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Improvements Made to Proposals for 
Southwark Metals Facility at Windsor Grove

ISSUE RAISED IMPROVEMENT MADE

Air pollution We have completely redesigned the building so that the 

entire facility including the waiting lane will now be fully 

enclosed. This means all vehicle movements and recycling 

activity on site will take place within the proposed facility.

We have committed to using electric plant within the facility.

The facility will also be equipped with an air filtration system.

Southwark Metals uses the latest Euro 6 vehicles which can 

operate in the Ultra-Low Emission Zone. 

Following meetings with local stakeholders and our community engagement programme, a series of 
changes have been made to the proposals for a Southwark Metals facility at Windsor Grove. 

Below is a summary of the changes we are making: 
 

Old site layout New site layout
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Trees being removed Despite already replacing the existing tree line on the 

western boundary with new trees, there was concern 

from some of the neighbours on Windsor Close about 

the loss of screening. 

Following these comments, we have redesigned the 

building and set it back by 6m which means the existing 

trees can be retained. There are a few trees along this 

boundary which are unhealthy and will need to be 

removed but otherwise the screening qualities offered 

by these trees will be retained. 

We are also proposing on planting more trees 

throughout the site and generally improving the quality 

and increasing the amount of landscaping. An updated 

landscape plan is provided below.

Old landscape plan New landscape plan
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Visual impact We are now proposing an extensive green roof across the 

building. As well as being more visually appealing, this has 

both ecological and air quality benefits.

Following dialogue with the School, we are also proposing 

a green wall on the southern façade to improve the visual 

appearance of the building from their playgrounds. This will 

provide further screening along with the existing trees which 

already sit between the two boundaries. A green wall will 

also have positive improvements on ecology and air quality.

Green roof precedent

Improved landscape plan with green roofs

Image 1: Proposed green roof products – sedum blankets | Image 2, 3, 4 and 5: Green wall precedents
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Parking on Windsor Grove As part of the proposal, we are proposing to upgrade and 

formalise parking arrangements on Windsor Grove. 

We are committed to working alongside the authorities to 

help reduce unwanted users on the street. 

Impact on Park Campus and Kingswood Primary School All activity onsite will now take place in an enclosed environment.

The school and waste yard do not share a common 

boundary. We are not proposing on using any additional 

land than that already within the lease. 

The green wall that has been included will face onto 

Kingswood Primary School. This will mitigate any visual 

impact on Park Campus and Kingswood Primary School. 

Loss of SINC We are taking a net gain approach to ecology and have 

included a number of ecological enhancements as part of 

the proposal. 

The full ecology appraisal and strategy will be available with 

the application. A green roof, green wall, new trees and 

landscaping will all form part of this strategy. 

Noise All activity on the site will now be inside a purpose-built 

enclosed facility. Where needed, specially designed cladding 

or other building materials will be used to absorb noise 

which the facility generates.

A noise assessment will be submitted with the planning application.
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Proposed increased capacity The site already has full planning permission for waste use 

and a permit to dismantle and process 25,000 tonnes of 

scrap vehicles.

We are now proposing to reduce the tonnage originally 

presented from 38,000 tonnes to 35,000 tonnes by 

completely removing the End of Life (ELV) vehicle facility. 

The new, reduced tonnage will reduce the amount of plant 

required onsite, reduce vehicle movements, and reduce the 

overall amount of activity onsite. 

Vehicle movements The reduction in the amount of capacity on the site following 

the removal of the ELV facility will in turn will help reduce 

the number of vehicle movements by circa 10% from the 

previous numbers presented.

The majority of vehicles using the site will be vans or 

smaller. The largest vehicle that the site can accommodate is 

a 32-tonne hook loader. 

A full transport assessment will be submitted with the 

application.

A traffic plan will govern the route that Southwark Metals’ 

vehicles use in and out of the site. 


